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This is the last issue of the Worldwide
Literacy Newsletter, since the Literacy

new Rotary Zone Coordinators covering
the work of all the previous Resource
Groups. DGEs should still appoint
District Literacy Chairs as literacy is still
a key objective in the new Rotary year.

On behalf of all the coordinators for the
Literacy Resource Group | would like to
thank all the Rotary Clubs for the articles
and stories that have been shared this
year. These stories help to inspire other
Rotarians to take on similar projects.
The work that you are all doing around
the world is truly amazing.
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THE FUTLRE OF ROTARY
15 1M YOUR HANDE

Resource Group is being replaced by the

The Montreal convention is almost upon
us. It will, | am sure, be one of the best
and it still isn't too late to register and get
accommodation. Go to the Rl website
for details. Literacy in Montreal will be
highlighted in the plenary sessions,
break-out groups, and with many booths
in the House of Friendship (see separate
article).

See page 2 for more information about the Montreal
Convention, June 2010



2010 marks the year that Rotary became Internatigitta
the formation of The Rotary Club of Winnipeg, Caaaua
1910. The Montreal convention in Canada is pathef
celebration of the beginning of Rotary’s becoming
international.

What a wonderful city, with the French culture afr2da
being a large part of this old city. It is not tabe to
consider coming to this convention. Go to www.rptarg
for details.

At the convention one of the major plenary sesswaitis
feature Dolly Parton and the work of her Foundataailed
The Imagination Library, providing books to childre
mostly in the United States of America, Canadatard
United Kingdom. Rotary has a partnership with The
Imagination Library which offers all sorts of pdsiities for
the future.

Also at the convention there will be two breakcegssons
devoted to the Literacy Resource Group as follows:

1. Monday, June 21st at 13:45.This will highlight
examples of two signature programs of the
Literacy Group: CLE (Concentrated Language
Encounter); and CALS (Computer Assisted
Learning Solution). Both of these programs
address the issue of teaching literacy around the
world.

2. Tuesday, June 22nd at 15:45This session will
feature programs/stories from various parts of the
Rotary world.

In the House of Friendship there will be nine beoth
together featuring programs of the Literacy Ressurc
Group, including: CALS, CLE, Teach Your Children
Well, The Imagination Library, Dictionary projects,
international book shipments, BrainWise, SOUNS,
Rotary Reads, and Andy and Elmer’s Apple Dumpling
Adventure. These displays will afford you an eler
opportunity to learn about potential new literacgjpcts
for this next Rotary year.
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Belize is a reasonably small country in central Aicgewith a
population of just over 350,000 with \several diffiet cultures
and languages spoken. English, however, is ugetsvely in
many schools. Following a successful one-way GiStuuly
Exchange from Belize this last year to District 83&lberta,
Canada, nine Belize educators returned home witttar
understanding of Alberta’s educational curricul@ssessment
and teaching models. They also discovered thaistmds of
books, twenty-four teachers from Alberta, and 80Mputers
would soon follow.

This was part of the process to train teacherselizB. Key
teachers and their principals (head teachers)dgtemworkshops
in Belize put on by twenty-four Alberta teacherghe summer of
2009. It was expected that many of these teasheusd go back
to their schools beginning in the fall of 2009 d®da trainer for
their fellow teachers. This way, in what coulddadled a “ripple
effect”, teachers across much of the country ofZ28etould
augment their teaching skills.

Like many developing nations, many teachers inZgdtiave
never had the opportunity for proper teacher trgniSo when
the Alberta education system introduced a new rathiculum in
2008, schools in Red Deer and throughout D. 53é@ado
themselves with thousands of fairly new math bawdesding a
good home. Brenda MacDonald, one of the teacluditédors,
says, “It seemed like the most logical thing tofaltowing the
success of the Belizean Educator Study Exchangéhend
tremendous need for school resources in Belized the more we
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The following article appears in both Spanish and
English and was submitted by Rosa Maria Acevedo
Buchanan, Central and South American Literacy
Coordinator:

8

Adjunto les estoy enfiando fotografias relativas al
Programa de Recoleccion de Diccionarios llevadabe c
por el club Celaya Nat-tha-hi.

El pasado Domingo y para conmemorar el Mes de la
Alfabetizacién, nuestro club organizé el Kilomettel
Diccionario en el Jardin Principal de Celaya, enddose
invito a las personas que acuden a ese lugar para q
donaran un diccionario que posteriormente sean
entregados en escuelas a donde acuden nifios de bajo
recursos.

Previo al evento se estuvo dando difusion en los
periodicos de la localidad y en la estacion de [oval.

thought about it, we realized that there were ntioa@ math
books to send!”

This teacher training is part of a three-year paogseeing
Canadian teachers go back to Belize supportedRutary
Foundation 3H Grant. It is hoped that by the ehithe
program most of the teachers in this small counitlyhave
benefitted by getting some teacher training. Ofith@key
lessons learned from this program is the importarfice
involving the principals of the schools so thatythederstand
the concepts of the program.

"Last Sunday (February 28, 2010), to commemorate
Literacy Month, our club organized The Kilometer of
Dictionaries in the Main Park of Celaya. People were
invited to come to this place to donate a dictionary which
would be subsequently delivered to schools which serve
low income children. Prior to the event (the club arranged)
publicity in the newspapers and television in the local
area.”
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The following story was submitted by Brenda Eriakso
Literacy Chair of D. 6900:

A three-week Souns training trip that included éviet
(9250), Klerksdorp (9320), Knysna (9350), and Cape
Town (9350), South Africa, was filled with confirtian
that there is tremendous opportunity to make real,
measurable, and lasting change for the childrehexfe
townships, villages, and settlements. Matching Gran
69357, Rotary District 6900, and individual Rot&ybs
provided the Souns materials and Rotarians fronafgot
Clubs of Pretoria Sunrise, Klerksdorp, Knysna, Sed
Point scripted the training sites. The photos idetlihere
are just a peek at the work. The little faces spead#ter
than words. They clearly demonstrate the powehisf t
work - how the teachers and the children gravitated
toward such a hands-on adventure with written laggu

Souns is a literacy program that places the tdoisiot —
individual letters - into the hands of the younggstdren.
Souns teaches individual letter sounds only, tloeeef
bridging rather than competing with the home lagsa
of the children in South Africa.

It is amazing to watch the magic as these children
manipulate and sound out each letter. They feel so
empowered with “knowing” the sound of the related
symbol. The teachers are shocked at how easily the
youngest children - three and four year olds +l¢ar
make letter-sound associations.

Thereforefrom the field] must state my plea! Rotary
Districts, Rotary Clubs, Rotarians, and extendetaio
family, please help provide the tools needed toesi
the literacy issues of these children. One willeresee
such a small gift reach so far; give the gift tddacy!
Remember, it only takes $200 to provide an educare
(childcare) center in South Africa with Souns miasr
that will last for years. Souns are so durable libeg and
fire are the only challenges. Think of the numbfer o
children impacted year after year. Where else canggt
such a return for your gift? Every penny of yout goes
for the materials for the children. Training anavel is
funded separately and privately.

The potential is growing, as the Centre for Early
Childhood Development, an overseeing NGO in Cape
Town, is initiating Souns in several pilot sitefig
organization reaches hundreds of educare centhes. T
CECD, like the Knysna Education Trust in Knysna,
oversees the work of Souns and ensures good paatic
the various sites. Such collaborations ensure ¢isé b
guardianship of your financial support. Souns s&naple,
measurable and sustainable literacy program.

Please contact souns@counterpane.ooy

brenda.c.erickson@gmail.com

We have another training trip sponsored in Octdbee
have your support for more materials to deliver to
educare centres. This is a great internationahblite
project. Please let us hear from you. We have goold
work to do!
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The following article was submitted by Rotarian WeayRoutly of
the Rotary Club of Bowmanville, D. 7070 (southemt&bio):

In November 2008 the Hon. Paul Martin was quoteslaging
“Aboriginal Canadians do every bit as well as otanadians,
depending on their level of education. The singtsthimportant
thing you can do to enable aboriginal Canadianmtticipate in
everything society has to offeraslucation..... but because the
high school dropout rate is so much greater forigbwls, you
have to give them the incentive to stay in schand] find the
skills that will help them later in life”. With tkiin mind the
Rotary Club of Bowmanville decided to launch a

bursary program for First Nations students.

Our contact within the First Nations community whas Matawa
First Nations Management Team and subsequently Hakication
Director, Mr. Murray Waboose. This organization mees ten
First Nations Communities within north-central Qraafive of
which are remote fl y-in communities. The role loé Matawa
Educational Department is to support educationgitives that
result in school improvements and that positiveipact on the
quality of education provided for the students. Bufing local
education authorities and networking with Aboridina
organizations, Indian and Northern Affairs Canaba,Provincial
Ministry of Education, School

Boards, Post Secondary, Secondary and Elementtitutions is
an important responsibility of the Matawa Educati@partment.

Bowmanville Rotary’s role was to provide financiesistance for
awards and bursaries to encourage students to

further their education. We offered them $4000afiit, with the
proviso that they would decide just how this

money would best be distributed. A committee o€keas and
principals set out the following guidelines:

Elementary:

Grades K-4-- $500 Class Prize

Each class, working collaboratively would writeegénd on
community or peer helpers, illustrate the legendl make it
into a book. Teachers would follow the Writing Goatum for
Ontario for their grade levels.

Grades 5-8-- $500 to be divided into three prizes
Students would write a 300 word essay to retaihditional
legend in their own words, retell a story from thmivn
community or a Community Pride work about all thesitive
things in their own community.

Secondary:

Youth Leadership Award $500

To the student who has shown leadership in marasare
including mentorship, and volunteering with comntyni
events.

Personal Achievement $500

To the Secondary student who, through perseveraase,
realized achievements in athletics, academicsattiseor any
other area that demonstrates what can be accomglish
through hard work and determination.

Post Secondary:

Two $1000.00 awards, one for

College and one for University.

These two awards are for postsecondary studenthewm
given back to a First Nations Community and arapilag to
continue to do so on the completion of their stadia can be
noted that the College Award this year has goreyoung
woman who is entering Nursing and the Universityafavhas
gone to a young woman who has just graduated indvied
and is in her first year residency in Family Medei
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The following article comes from Ciara Aspinall obut to 25 schools. She also provided an example of
District 7020: students at Carlton Francis Primary, who stoppesir th
teacher on the way in to school with the questits,it
Rotary Sunrise is proud to have taken another dteger my turn to-day to work on the Academy?" Furtherepor
to improving literacy levels in the Cayman Island$ter some struggling students at the big L.W. Young High
carefully researching literacy programmes that wilke School have advanced 2.8 grade levels in theirimgad
a positive impact in our community, Rotary Sunrmes just since the beginning of the school year.
purchased, and is providing training in the Autbski
Reading software. The Autoskill reading and matotary Sunrise believes that there is a despeestd for
software is designed to raise a child’s literacynmath programmes like this as education is so importarthé
proficiency by two grade levels in only 25 hours afevelopment of a country. Reading and math skiistlae
training. For over 15 vyears, these research-basednerstone of learning and Rotary Sunrise is tedig) to
programmes have helped at-risk students. Compofkad support a programme that fills the gap for childreur
variety of vibrant graphical literary and math eises, country who require assistance in mastering thiefle.s
the software allows the children to have fun antherse
themselves into the software while simultaneousihe Academy of Reading and Math is suitable for
learning. If the child is unable to read the instiens or children and adults of all ages and Rotary Sunhias
understand the meaning of a word, an oral desonjtan assisted students from adult learners to childidinthe
assist them. The software builds confidence astlidents have felt and seen the benefits; they ladlve
enthusiasm for participants, keeping them engadfedtalked about the programme with enthusiasm and
provides immediate, measurable results and is titg ocexcitement and have made significant progresst& da
software that measures accuracy, pace and corwsisten
down to the millisecond. Through The Academy of Reading, we have the
opportunity to help improve the lives of individeabithin
The Cayman Islands Literacy Strategy (CILS) wasir community through literacy improvement. Rotary
developed by the Department of Educational Senaces Sunrise is immensely proud to be involved in the
was introduced to primary schools in 2008 and Séaon Academy of Reading programme and to help improve
Schools from September 2009. All timetables novute literacy levels in the Cayman Islands.
Literacy classes.

Tier 2 in the strategy involves Autoskill Reading
software. Over 170 middle school students have been
identified to benefit from the Academy of Readingldo

this end, Rotary Sunrise purchased the software and
coordinated the training for teachers. Ms Auvinel
Rutherford arrived in Cayman on "l.4ebruary to train
teachers and members of the Department of Education
Services. We are delighted to have Ms Rutherford in
Cayman; she has provided training at more than 25
schools in the Bahamas to date, in addition tanitngi at
“Project Read”

an Adult Literacy Program of the Rotary Club of Eas
Nassau. Ms Rutherford is a seasoned teacher adtedu
whose experience spans 15 years. She currentlys tzold
full time position with the Department of Educatiam
Bahamas training teachers and administrators on the
Academy of Reading and Academy of Math. The
software has been a huge success and Ms Ruthédisrd
many examples of the success of the programmeein th
Bahamas, not least the fact that it has been rolled



- ) ) % 3

In Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Morning Star Rotarnes
making Rotary International’s Literacy Initiative a
priority. The club has partnered with Lehigh Vall@gps
‘n’ Kids (CNK), a local non-profit organization dféted
with the national Cops ‘n’ Kids Children’s Literacy
Program founded by Julia Burney Witherspoon, acpoli
officer from Racine, Wisconsin.

Cops ‘n’ Kids is one of two beneficiaries
of the annual Morning Star Rotary 5K event,
which is approaching its twentieth year.

Rotarians also are encouraged to participate on an
individual basis in a variety of local activities

sponsored by the Cops ‘N’ Kids organization. From
science fairs to local festivals and Alex’'s Lemoaad

The goals of the program include ensuring that alStand events, club members assist CNK by serving as
children have access — in their home — to booksthed positive and community-minded role models involved

knowledge, inspiration and hope that such acceass ca
provide. The program also encourages positive
relationships between children and police and nespi
creative learning for children and families by [ding
meaningful literacy-based experiences. As ateduhe
organization’s efforts, approximately 285,000 bob&se
been distributed to local children!

Morning Star has partnered with Cops ‘N Kids in a
variety of ways:

in actual book distribution.

In February, the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of
Commerce will honor Cops ‘N’ Kids as the selected
recipient of its Silent Auction proceeds. MorninguS
Rotary is intimately involved with soliciting
sponsorships and supporting this very importanbeve

This unique partnership allows Morning Star Rotary
take a hands-on approach to the literacy needs of i
community.

In lieu of a mug or other gift, guest speakers at

the club meetings are asked to sign a book
donated in their honor to the Cops ‘n’ Kids
program.;

On the third Thursday of every month, the club

is charged with coordinating a fitness-themed
Reading Room for the program. In addition to

a short fithess program, club members read
and interact with young Reading Room
participants; and

The photos tell the story of the importance of
stimulating and engaging young minds in
meaning literacy activities.
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The following article was submitted by Joyce Loakar
Project Coordinator, The Rotary Club of Beavertorggon,
USA, D. 5100:

FOUR 40 FT SHIPPING CONTAINERS CARRYING 80
TONS OF USED TEXTBOOKS

arrived in war-torn northern Uganda in Septemb&@@ur

largest shipment ever. Nearly all of the books hawe been

distributed to dozens of schools and to the libcdrggulu

University by the Rotary Club of Gulu, our valuearimer in

the project.

The used K-12 textbooks that tBeoks for the World
Projectsends to Uganda and other poor countries are
intended to be supplemental resources for teacmetdibrary
books for students rather than class textbooksedime
curricula in the recipient country and the US awethe same.
But some schools in the northern region of Ugandasa
book-poor that teachers lack enough books for piegéheir
lessons and many children seldom get to use adektand
must share with many other children. Until the goweent of
Uganda can provide all of the books that are neenl@dused
textbooks from Oregon will continue to be sougheaénd
valued school resources.

You may have wondered how the book project worleseHs
a run-down on the way the latest shipment was leainaihd
some of the difficulties that had to be overconspeeially by
the Rotary Club of Gulu, our partner in the proj&zhe
hundred sixty thousand Ib of used textbooks wereth in
July 2008 by two generous Oregon donors---BOOKBYTE,
which is an on-line bookseller in Salem, and DONGKEY
BOOKS in Harrisburg. The Funded Transportation Pang
a US government program that pays for the oceaghfréor
some of the humanitarian aid sent to poor countyedS
non-profit organizations, paid for transportatidrfaur 40 ft
shipping containers carrying those donated books to
Mombasa on the coast of Kenya. But the real ddsiimavas
in Uganda, so we had raised funds from ten Rotatyscto
develop a Rotary Matching Grant to pay for truckihg
books onward about nine hundred miles overland from
Mombasa to Gulu in northern Uganda. Additional feifrdm
the Matching Grant were sent to the Rotary Clusolu to
pay for local expenses that included unloadingotheks,

three months of rent for a storage and sortingepland pay
for six people to sort the books.

The books had to be unloaded by hand in Gulu bectngse
was no loading dock or forklift. Emptying each amfehe
four shipping containers took about eight hoursvofk by 20
-25 laborers. College textbooks were sent to thaty of
Gulu University. The sorting crew separated the
approximately 100,000 K-12 books by grade level idnaoh
by subject and placed stamps in the front of eacik bhat
say “DONATED BY BEAVERTON AND GULU ROTARY
CLUBS” and “NOT FOR SALE”, in order to discourageya
attempts to sell the books. The books were paakediags
for distribution, as bags are cheaper than cartyscal
radio station announced that books were availatde a
requests poured in! The Gulu Rotary Project Co@twin
checked to confirm that the requests came frontitegte
schools and that recipients could safely store bdoken a
school has no lockable closet or furniture, teasheust carry
all the books home each night). School represeestivho
came to select books were asked to give some hgip w
sorting prior to taking away the books. Gulu Rot&tyb
delivered to schools that were unable to pick wirthooks,
some as much as 90 miles from Gulu.

WHAT'S NEXT?

Another 42,000 Ib of textbooks are ready to beshipto
Gulu from the warehouse of BLUE BIRD TRANSFER INC.,
the project’s long-time partner in Tigard. Thatmhent will
include about two tons of used nursing textbooks wWere
donated by faculty of the School of Nursing of @egon
Health and Sciences University (OHSU) and aboonaot
used medical textbooks from the Dept. of Medicih®bISU.
The nursing textbooks will form the basic colleatir the
library of anew School of Nursinghat is being established
by Gulu University this year, and the medical bookls go
into the medical libraryAlso, BOOKBYTE is ready to
donate 100,000 Ib of used college textbooks. Weoaridng
for a recipient university and funds to pay forpghing.

Can you help?
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The following article was submitted by lan Parkér o The Literacy in a Box Trust has now taken space in

The Rotary Club of Roborough, Plymouth , U.K., eight Operation Sunshine containers to Zambia and

D. 1290: sent 117 boxes of school materials, helping nearly
3000 children in 11 schools. To continue to serndebo

The latest shipment of 14 Literacy Boxes was loaded the Trust must rely totally on charitable givingdaas

as in the past, in an Operation Sunshine container, cash flow hopefully improves, the Trust can

along with all their equipment and supplies to help consolidate support to existing schools, before

villages in Zambia. The container has been shipped  widening its activity to other areas of Zambia.

and will arrive in the Tanzanian port of Dar-esée&ath,

before travelling by road to Zambia and customs in Although the object of the Trust is “To support

Lusaka. Having cleared Zambian customs, the cantent children and their teachers in sub-Saharan Afrca t

of the container are split up and taken to the achieve their educational aims” the reality is that
communities in their destination villages, while th Zambia alone, it would need 250,000 boxes, to give
Literacy Boxes are taken to their target schools. every child some paper and a pencil. This mearts tha

the School Aid 4 Zambia programme will be needed
Part of the development of any community in the for many years to come and hopefully grow from
poverty stricken Third World, as it strives to be strength to strength on the back of increasing supp
self-sufficient, is the need for education and two
Rotarians, Forbes Watson and lan Parker, had seemlongside our brochures, a DVD has been produced
that educational materials, the basics of schoaimd which gives a visual flavour of Zambia and the sgbo
literacy, were virtually non-existent in the pau$ to which the Literacy Boxes are sent. As we move
South Africa they had visited some five years ago. towards the next Rotary year our hope is that aagr
They returned, intent on helping the children irutho  in a Box is adopted by Districts and their Clubshessr
Africa, but a conversation with Operation Sunshine overseas Literacy Project for 2010/2011 and they th
changed their direction, but not their focus. use the DVDs and brochures to create the awarehess
the Trust and its work. By engaging with the media,
Operation Sunshine is a Christian charity formed by commerce, schools and their local community, it is
Kathy Harding and registered in 1984. It sends hoped that Rotary Clubs will be the catalyst foe th
practical aid directly to people in parts of Eastica generation of the necessary cash flow that withala
who are struggling against starvation, deprivatod constant flow of Literacy Boxes to be sent to Zaambi
disease, in conditions of desperate poverty. Kathy Only 249,883 boxes to go!!!
works in Zambia and it was suggested that if we did
anything, “could we please help schools in Zambia?” DVDs and brochures are available from lan Parker at
Supported by Rotary colleagues in the Rotary Club o ian@literacyboxtrust.org.uk
Roborough, Plymouth, Forbes Watson organised two
Literacy Boxes (sent out in May 2006 as a pilot)l an
following the rapturous response, a charity, the
Literacy in a Box Trust, was formed.



General Coordinator:  Richard Hattwick richardhattwick @bellsourtet
Assistant Coordinator:

Area Coordinators

Asia: Saowalak Rattanavich s_rattarf@@ibotmail.com
South Pacific, South Asia:
Africa, parts of Europe :

Europe

Centrpal, South America: Rosa Maria Acevedo deduaz acevedob@prodigy.net.mx

North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward rhayd@ sympatico.ca
Zone Coordinator Zone Coordinator
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